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Should I help with revision?
Research and experience show that children
whose parents/carers take the opportunity to
be frequently interested in their child’s learning
make most progress.
Why encourage your child to start their revision early?
 It can reduce panic – it gives them control and confidence.
 It means exams reflect what they can do, not what they didn’t do.
 It can help them to identify problem areas while there is still time to do something about
it.
Where to start? When to do it?
 Help them work out how much time they have, being realistic.
 Get them to take into account their ideal time of day to work – work out when they will
revise.
 Break it down to make it seem manageable.
What and how ? ! ? !
 Does your child know what they need to know…?
 What will actually be tested in the exam?
 On what day is the exam?
 When does the exam start and how long does it last?
Do they have the notes and material they need?
Yes:
Exercise books, textbooks, folders etc. contain the information they need.
Most revision guides have key information already summarised.
No:
If there are any gaps, encourage them to ask their subject teacher as soon as possible.
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How can I help with Revision?
Helping with revision will encourage your child to develop positive attitudes to learning.
Encourage them to revise by TASK rather than TIME.
Encourage them to see the ‘big picture’ by creating a timetable or ‘task-table’. (See pages 11 & 12)
Encourage them to try different ways for learning, for example the RADAR method for
making key point cards (see page 16 in their Homework Diary), or LACAWAC (Look and Cover
and Write and Check).
Ask your child specific questions. For example, not ‘What did you do in French today?’, rather,
look at a page in their book and use it to ask questions e.g. ‘What is white in French?’’ ‘How do

you say…’my name is’…?’
We learn:

10% of what we read
20% of what we hear
30% of what we see
40% of what we see and hear
70% of what is discussed

95% of what we teach to someone else
This means that the best method of learning is having to explain or teach a topic to someone
else, so ask your child to explain their work to you.
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Learning Styles
Learners’ preferences can be categorised as mainly:

Visual – people who learn best visually – colour, pictures, charts, diagrams
Approximately 29% of people have a visual learning preference.

Auditory – people who learn best through what they hear – discussion, audio recordings
Approximately 34% of people have an auditory learning preference.

Kinaesthetic – people who learn best through ‘doing’ – practical activities, drama
Approximately 37% of people have kinaesthetic learning preference.
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In practice, while most people will have a preferred style, they will benefit from mixing and
matching techniques from different categories. Some of the following techniques may be
helpful:

Visual:
Use’ post its’ and stick on wall.
Summarise notes.
Highlight or circle important information.
Use a traffic light system to indicate progress in learning and action points.
Draw diagrams, pictures, mind maps, collage.
Display keywords around the room.

Auditory:
Make up mnemonics, rhymes.
Create a podcast and listen.
Test yourself or friends.
Be the teacher – teach someone else something you’re revising.
Create rhymes, chants, verses and dramatic readings.
Use music for energising, relaxing, visualising and reviewing.

Kinaesthetic:
Make your own PowerPoint.
Create your own revision cards.
Act topics out!
Play a revision game on BBC Bitesize/other internet sites/iPad.
Design and build activities.
Use gestures or movements to demonstrate a concept
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It is not just the making of the card that counts - encourage your child to revisit
these cards over and over again.
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Help provide the right resources for your child to revise actively:
Post-it notes
Pen, ruler, paper, scissors & glue
Internet access, if you have it
A dictionary
Highlighter pens
Coloured pens
Revision guides, revision CDs and podcasts
Notebooks / cards for keypoint notes
Help your child by asking the right questions:
When is your exam…?
What are you likely to be tested on…?
What do you need to take on the day…?
What strategies are helping you most..?
You’ve been studying…What can you teach me…?
What support do you need…?
10 tips for stress-free support
1. Be positive about your child’s attempts. Make an appointment with their Head of Year if you
are concerned about their progress.
2. It’s a good idea if your child has a break and something to eat before starting revision.
3. Be patient! Help your child to become an independent learner. Explain how to look up
information or find a word in a dictionary rather than simply giving them the answer in
order to get the task finished.
4. Don’t let working together become a chore. Make it a special time that you can both enjoy.
5. Turn off the television while revision is underway, but you might wish to let your child listen
to music while they work if they find it helpful.
6. Agree a place and a time for help - listening while you do another chore can work too.
7. It doesn’t need to be a marathon session; little and often is usually best.
8. Recognise your own emotional state - if you are tense or worrying about something else, it
might not be a good time to work with your child.
9. Don’t be afraid to STOP if it isn’t going well. Try to agree what the difficulty is and when
to come back together later.
10. ALWAYS end with praise (they’ll feel good, you’ll feel good). It should be enjoyable for
both of you!
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This booklet should be used to complement the other aspects of revision guidance that have
been given to your child:
 the information in your child’s homework diary
 the information on the BRA website or Google Classroom
 material provided in tutorials
 subject-specific guidance from class teachers.
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Technology - Embrace or Forbid?
Computers, laptops, tablets and smart phones are now integral in most homes and can form the
basis of how a lot of young people spend their free time.
Our advice to parents is to turn off social media while your children are revising. If you can
encourage them to turn off Snapchat, Instagram, Facebook etc., you’ll find they will be a lot
more productive and remember a lot more because they are not being distracted.
If you wish to let your child use an iPad or laptop for revision, but are concerned they may get
distracted, you can use a form of ‘iNanny’ which limits or prohibits the use of social media
while the iPad or laptop is in use. You can also just ask that they leave the device with you and
come and access it when they need it.
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There are some great apps and websites that can help with revision.
For revising languages, we love Lingo - Tangible Translation, which was built after winning the
O2 Think Big Appskool competition.
You may wish to check out ‘The Times Educational Supplement’ recommendations for the best
5 revision apps for 2017:
Gojimo
This revision app boasts mostly free content and covers GCSE, A level, IB, iGCSE, Common
Entrance and more.
It works like this: you pick your subject and your exam board, then you take part in quizzes to
test your knowledge. Not only do you get instant feedback, you’re also given detailed
explanations, so if you go wrong, you can work out why.
At the end of a quiz you’re told how many you got right, how long you took and you can review
your errors. The app will also track your progress over time so you can identify your best and
worst topics for revision.
iMindMap and bubbl.us
Mindmaps, on computer, can be very useful. You can create mindmaps for all the main topics on
these apps, memorise them and then sketch them out quickly again in the exam.
App like iMindMap or a web tool like bubbl.us give you the ability to create and share them
with friends easily, too. They work in the same way as doing them on paper, but it is more
mobile and, arguably, more collaborative.
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Quizlet
Quizlet enables students to create their own revision flashcards, as well as to use sets
created by others. Teachers can also create sets to share with their students. When you
access a set, there are four different modes in which you can use them: cards, learn, match
and test.
Memrise
If learning languages and vocab is your focus, then Memrise is worth checking out.
Here’s where Memrise is a bit different. You can click on the optional “help me to remember
this button”, which then allows you to select a “mem” – an image, essentially – that relates to
that particular word and should, theoretically, help you remember it.
In fact, the whole way Memrise has been structured is based on knowledge of how the brain
works. Interesting stuff.
Get Revising
Whatever apps or tools students use (or don’t use), being organised about their revision is key.
So why not create revision timetables using Get Revising’s Study Planner tool?

We hope you have found this guide helpful.
Thanks to Mr Dorman for putting it together.
If you have any top revision tips which would be helpful for other pupils/parents,
please let us know!
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An example of a Task Table
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An example of a Task Table
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