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Curriculum 
Belfast Royal Academy aims to give its pupils a broad, balanced and relevant education.  
In the Junior School we seek to give equal opportunities to all pupils and the emphasis is 
on discovery and enjoyment.  In these early years, we seek to instil in pupils’ good study 
skills and habits which will equip them for GCSE level and beyond.  It is the School’s aim 
that the timetable should be constructed to meet the needs of its pupils.  To that end, as 
much freedom of choice as possible is offered to pupils at KS3, GCSE, AS and A2 levels.  We 
endeavour to continually evaluate the curriculum, introducing new subjects that, in our 
view, serve the needs and aspiration of our pupils. 
 
Key Stage 3 Curriculum 
 
2020-21 
 
Pupils in Key Stage 3 (Forms 1-3) follow a broad common curriculum, developing knowledge 
and skill across a wide range of subjects. 
In Forms 1 and 2 classes are not streamed.  Pupils are divided into seven classes and are 
taught in this arrangement for non-practical subjects.  The practical subjects, Art and Design, 
Home Economics, Computer Science, Music, Science and Technology and Design, are taught 
in smaller groups. 
At all Key Stage 3 years the three Science subjects, Biology, Chemistry and Physics, are taught 
separately, each for two sixty-five minute periods per fortnight. 
In Form 3 pupils are partially streamed in Mathematics, but all other classes remain mixed.  
Pupils choose to study three subjects from the following choice of eight:  Business Studies, 
Computer Science, Drama, German, Home Economics, Latin, Spanish and Technology.  Each 
of these option subjects is studied for three periods per fortnight. 
At all Key Stage 3 years, pupils follow a course in Learning for Life and Work which involves 
the three strands:  Personal Development, Citizenship and Employability.  Pupils also take part 
in an enrichment course in Arabic Art, Culture and Language as part of their Art classes.  In 
Form 3 pupils have one dedicated Careers period per fortnight.  Pupils in Form 1 have one 
Study Skills period per fortnight. 
 
  



 

KS3 Subject Number of Periods (per fortnight) 

 Form 1 Form 2 Form 3 

Art 2 1 2 

Biology 2 2 2 

Business Studies - - 3* 

Careers - - 1 

Chemistry 2 2 2 

Computer Science - - 3* 

Drama - 1 3* 

English 5 5 5 

French 5 3 3 

Geography 3 3 3 

German - 1 3* 

History 3 3 3 

Home Economics 1 1 3* 

IT 1 1 - 

Latin 2 2 3* 

LLW 2 2 - 

Mathematics 5 5 6 

Music  2 2 2 

PE 2 2 2 

Physics 2 2 2 

RE 2 2 2 

Spanish - 1 3* 

Study Skills 1 - - 

Technology 2 3 3* 

Total 44 44 44 
All pupils have 4 periods of games per fortnight and a tutorial period once a week. 
*Option subject, 3 periods per fortnight. 

  



Key Stage 4 Curriculum 
 
2020-21 
 
Pupils in Key Stage 4 (Forms 4 and 5) follow a common core curriculum and then choose from 
a range of subject options.  Pupils take a minimum of 8 and a maximum of 10 subjects at 
GCSE.  Option block subjects are studied for five periods per fortnight.  All pupils take GCSEs 
in English, Mathematics and Religious Education.  Approximately 85% of pupils take English 
Literature and approximately 30% take Further Mathematics. 
Most pupils take at least one Science subject at Triple Award standard.  A small number of 
pupils follow a Single Award Science option.   
All pupils study at least one modern or classical language chosen from:   French, German, Latin 
and Spanish. 
In addition, pupils have three other GCSE choices. 
Non-GCSE subjects taken by all pupils are PE and Games (Form 4) and Games (Form 5), and 
LLW, which includes the three strands: Personal Development, Citizenship and Employability.  
Pupils in Form 5 have a dedicated Careers period, and a dedicated Study Skills period. 
The table below gives the full list of the twenty-five subjects currently offered at GCSE. 
    
 

Subject Title (Awarding Body)  Subject Title (Awarding Body) 

Art and Design (CCEA) Further Mathematics (CCEA)   

Biology (CCEA)   Geography (CCEA) 

Business Studies (CCEA)  German (CCEA) 

Chemistry (CCEA) History (CCEA)  

Computer Science (AQA) Latin (OCR) 

Design and Technology (CCEA) Mathematics (CCEA) 

Digital Technology (CCEA) Music (CCEA) 

Drama (AQA)    Physical Education (CCEA) 

Economics (CCEA) Physics (CCEA) 

English (CCEA)   Religious Education (AQA) 

English Literature (AQA)   Single Award Science (CCEA) 

Food and Nutrition (CCEA) Spanish (CCEA) 

French (CCEA)    



Sixth Form Curriculum 
 
2020-21 
 
All pupils in Lower Sixth study three or four subjects to AS level and most continue with three 
subjects in Middle Sixth to the full A Level qualification.  A number of pupils continue with 
four subjects to A2 Level.  About 15 pupils complete their GCE Mathematics in one year, and 
a small number of these pupils may complete five A Levels by the end of the Sixth Form.  In 
their Lower Sixth Year, pupils have the option of some enrichment courses including choir, 
and work experience in local primary schools.  In addition, all pupils have a tutorial period 
once each week which includes elements of Religious Education and UCAS preparation.  
Games are optional for pupils in the Sixth Form.  Pupils who do not participate in games have 
a Study period instead. 
The table below gives the full list of the twenty-nine subjects currently offered at AS and A2. 
 

Subject Title (Awarding Body) Subject Title (Awarding Body) 

Art and Design (CCEA) Health and Social Care (CCEA) 

Biology (CCEA) History (CCEA) 

Business Studies (CCEA) Latin (OCR) 

Chemistry (CCEA) Life and Health Sciences (CCEA) 

Computer Science (Pearson) Mathematics (CCEA) 

Digital Technology (CCEA) Moving Image Arts*(CCEA) 

Drama and Theatre Studies (AQA) Music (CCEA) 

Economics (WJEC) Nutrition and Food Science (CCEA) 

English (CCEA) Physical Education (Pearson) 

English Literature (AQA) Physics (CCEA) 

French (CCEA) Religious Studies (CCEA) 

Further Mathematics (CCEA) Sociology (WJEC) 

Geography (CCEA) Software Systems Development (CCEA) 

German (CCEA) Spanish (CCEA) 

Government and Politics (CCEA) Technology and Design (CCEA) 

 
 
*Offered at St. Malachy’s College as part of the North Belfast Area Learning Community  



Public Examination Results at GCSE June 2020 
Number of pupils in Form 5       210 
Number of those with a Statement of Special Educational Needs        6  
 
Percentage entered for 7 or more subjects      100 
Percentage achieving 7 or more passes A*- C        95 
Percentage achieving 7 or more passes A*- C including English and Mathematics    95 
Percentage achieving 5 or more passes A*- C      99.5  
Percentage achieving 5 or more passes A*- C including English and Mathematics  99.5 

 
GCSE Level June 2020 ANALYSIS OF RESULTS (% achieving each grade) 

  Entered %A* %A %B %C* %C %D %E %F-U %A*-B %A*-C 

Art and Design 47 17 44.7 19.1 10.6 8.5 0 0 0 80.9 100 

Biology 119 17.6 42 25.2 9.2 5.9 0 0 0 84.9 100 

Business Communication Systems 16 0 31.3 31.3 25 12.5 0 0 0 62.5 100 

Business Studies 56 12.5 26.8 17.9 23.2 17.9 1.8 0 0 57.1 98.2 

Chemistry 135 23.7 37.8 17.8 11.9 5.9 1.5 1.5 0 79.3 97 

Computer Science 32 12.5 28.1 31.3 15.6 6.3 6.3 0 0 71.9 93.8 

Digital Technology 28 17.9 17.9 39.3 0 25 0 0 0 75 100 

Drama 21 19 19 47.6 14.3 0 0 0 0 85.7 100 

Economics 10 30 10 30 10 20 0 0 0 70 100 

English Language 210 12.4 40.5 28.6 12.4 6.2 0 0 0 81.4 100 

English Literature 183 10.9 35 33.9 15.8 3.8 0.5 0 0 79.8 99.5 

Food and Nutrition 12 25 25 41.7 0 0 0 8.3 0 91.7 91.7 

French 76 21.1 21.1 10.5 15.8 22.4 9.2 0 0 52.6 90.8 

Further Mathematics 66 30.3 43.9 15.2 7.6 3 0 0 0 89.4 100 

Geography 53 11.3 34 26.4 17 7.5 3.8 0 0 71.7 96.2 

German 34 17.6 8.8 23.5 17.6 26.5 5.9 0 0 50 94.1 

History 85 20 32.9 22.4 10.6 10.6 2.4 1.2 0 75.3 96.5 

Latin 20 30 40 25 0 5 0 0 0 95 100 

Mathematics 210 17.6 50 25.7 4.3 2.4 0 0 0 93.3 100 

Music 17 23.5 29.4 23.5 5.9 17.6 0 0 0 76.5 100 

Physics 96 18.8 41.7 27.1 6.3 6.3 0 0 0 87.5 100 

Physical Education 21 33.3 33.3 14.3 19 0 0 0 0 81 100 

Religious Studies 210 15.2 34.3 24.3 10.5 10 4.8 1 0 73.8 94.3 

Single Award Science 15 0 20 60 20 0 0 0 0 80 100 

Spanish 72 26.4 23.6 19.4 18.1 12.5 0 0 0 69.4 100 

Technology and Design 52 7.7 40.4 30.8 9.6 5.8 1.9 3.8 0 78.8 94.2 

All subjects 1896  17.1 36.1  25.3  11.4  8.0 1.6   0.4 0.0  78.6  98.0  

Cumulative Percentage    17.1 53.2  78.6  90.0 98.0 99.6 100 100     

 



Public Examination Results at AS Level June 2020 
Number of pupils in Lower Sixth       197  
Number of those with a Statement of Special Educational Needs        4  
 
Percentage achieving 3 or more passes A- C        75 
Percentage achieving 2 or more passes A- E       100 
 
 
 

AS Level June 2020 ANALYSIS OF RESULTS (% achieving each grade) 
 

  Entered %A %B %C %D %E %U %A-B %A-C 

Art and Design 18 55.6 27.8 16.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 83.3 100 

Biology 50 38.0 34.0 18.0 10.0 0.0 0.0 72.0 90.0 

Business Studies 60 25.0 45.0 30.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 70.0 100 

Chemistry 43 55.8 23.3 14.0 7.0 0.0 0.0 79.1 93.0 

Computer Science 11 36.4 36.4 27.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 72.7 100 

Drama and Theatre Studies 15 40.0 53.3 6.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 93.3 100 

Economics 19 36.8 26.3 26.3 5.3 5.3 0.0 63.2 89.5 

English 17 23.5 29.4 35.3 11.8 0.0 0.0 52.9 88.2 

English Literature 22 40.9 31.8 27.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 72.7 100 

French 11 18.2 45.5 18.2 18.2 0.0 0.0 63.6 81.8 

Geography 20 45.0 15.0 40.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 60.0 100 

German 3 0.0 33.3 66.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 33.3 100 

Government and Politics 14 35.7 35.7 21.4 7.1 0.0 0.0 71.4 92.9 

Health and Social Care 31 45.2 41.9 12.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 87.1 100 

History 42 47.6 40.5 9.5 2.4 0.0 0.0 88.1 97.6 

Latin 1 100 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100 100 

Life and Health Sciences 14 35.7 35.7 21.4 7.1 0.0 0.0 71.4 92.9 

Mathematics 71 54.9 18.3 16.9 7.0 2.8 0.0 73.2 90.1 

Moving Image Arts 9 44.4 33.3 11.1 11.1 0.0 0.0 77.8 88.9 

Music 5 60.0 40.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100 100 

Nutrition and Food Science 2 0 100 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100 100 

Physical Education*                   

Physics 24 37.5 20.8 16.7 20.8 4.2 0.0 58.3 75.0 

Religious Studies 22 22.7 31.8 40.9 4.5 0.0 0.0 54.5 95.5 

Sociology 32 31.3 28.1 34.4 6.3 0.0 0.0 59.4 93.8 

Spanish 20 45.0 25.0 30.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 70.0 100 

Technology and Design 25 28.0 20.0 36.0 16.0 0.0 0.0 48.0 84.0 

All subjects  601 39.9  31.3  22.5  5.7  0.7  0.0  71.2  93.7  

Cumulative Percentage   39.9  71.2  93.7   99.3 100  100      

       *Due to Covid 19, no BTec results were awarded in August 2020. 



Public Examination Results at A2 Level June 2020 
Number of pupils in Middle Sixth       184  
Number of those with a Statement of Special Educational Needs        4  
 
Percentage achieving 3 or more passes A*- C        95 
Percentage achieving 2 or more passes A*- E      100 
 
 

A2 Level June 2020 ANALYSIS OF RESULTS (% achieving each grade) 
  

  Entered %A* %A %B %C %D %E %U %A*-B %A*-C 

Art 12 25 25 41.7 8.3 0 0 0 91.7 100 

Biology 48 16.7 41.7 22.9 16.7 2.1 0 0 81.3 97.9 

Business Studies 55 9.1 27.3 52.7 10.9 0 0 0 89.1 100 

Chemistry 46 13 41.3 17.4 26.1 2.2 0 0 71.7 97.8 

Computer Science 17 11.8 23.5 47.1 11.8 0 5.9 0 82.4 94.1 

Digital Technology 13 0 15.4 38.5 46.2 0 0 0 53.8 100 

Drama and Theatre Studies 10 20 30 40 10 0 0 0 90 100 

Economics 25 16 28 32 24 0 0 0 76 100 

English Literature 26 23.1 23.1 42.3 11.5 0 0 0 88.5 100 

English 7 0 14.3 42.9 42.9 0 0 0 57.1 100 

French 8 12.5 25 62.5 0 0 0 0 100 100 

Further Mathematics 11 81.8 18.2 0 0 0 0 0 100 100 

Geography 12 8.3 58.3 16.7 16.7 0 0 0 83.3 100 

German 1 0 0 100 0 0 0 0 100 100 

Government and Politics 27 18.5 25.9 48.1 7.4 0 0 0 92.6 100 

Health and Social Care 14 0 42.9 42.9 7.1 7.1 0 0 85.7 92.9 

History 31 12.9 22.6 38.7 25.8 0 0 0 74.2 100 

Latin 4 25 50 25 0 0 0 0 100 100 

Life and Health Sciences 8 0 75 25 0 0 0 0 100 100 

Mathematics 61 31.1 44.3 14.8 9.8 0 0 0 90.2 100 

Moving Arts 3 0 66.7 33.3 0 0 0 0 100 100 

Music 5 40 40 20 0 0 0 0 100 100 

Nutrition and Food Science 3 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 0 100 

Physical Education 9 11.1 88.9 0 0 0 0 0 100 100 

Physics 22 13.6 36.4 22.7 9.1 18.2 0 0 72.7 81.8 

Religious Studies 21 9.5 33.3 23.8 28.6 4.8 0 0 66.7 95.2 

Sociology 30 13.3 43.3 26.7 16.7 0 0 0 83.3 100 

Spanish 19 21.1 31.6 26.3 21.1 0 0 0 78.9 100 

Technology and Design 13 0 23.1 46.2 30.8 0 0 0 69.2 100 

All subjects 561  16.4 34.8  31.0 16.2  1.4  0.2 0.0     82.2 

Cumulative Percentage    16.4 51.2  82.2  98.4   99.8 100  100     98.4 

 
 



Public Examination Results June 2020 
Form 5, Lower Sixth and Middle Sixth 
 
Examination Performance 
 
Trend Data 
 

GCSE 2014 2015 2016 2017 20178 2019 2020 

Percentage of Form 5 pupils gaining 5 or more 
GCSEs at Grades A*- C 

98 97 98 100 99 98 99.5 

Northern Ireland Grammar School Average 
for 5 or more GCSEs at Grades A*- C 

97 97 97 97 97 97 Not 
Known 

Percentage of Form 5 pupils gaining 7 or more 
GCSEs at Grades A*- C 

93 91 95 94 93 92 95 

Northern Ireland Grammar School Average 
for 7 or more GCSEs at Grades A*- C 

93 94 93 93 93 94 Not 
Known 

 
 

A-Level 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Percentage of Middle Sixth pupils gaining 3 
or more A Levels s at Grades A*- C 

70 73 71 73 74 74 95 

Northern Ireland Grammar School Average 
for 3 or more GCEs at Grades A*- C 

76 76 75 77 77 78 Not 
Known 

Percentage of Middle Sixth pupils gaining 2 
or more GCEs at Grades A*- E 

98 99 99 98 100 100 100 

Northern Ireland Grammar School Average 
for 2 or more GCEs at Grades A*- E 

100 100 100 100 100 100 Not 
Known 

 
  



DEPARTMENTS 
 
Art 
 

Due to Covid-19 CCEA did not have the opportunity to identify our full mark/nearly full mark 
candidates at GCSE, AS and A2. However, Mr Roy Donaldson from John Bush Systems 
presented three of our top rank Art & Design students with a Student Art Pack award. 
 

 Caitlyn Sahin M6. 

 Vivienne Johnston M6. 

 Nia McVicker M6. 
 
All Art & Design GCSE, AS and A2 Level pupils attended the 2020 True Colours Exhibition at 
the Ulster Museum. 
 
The M6 and L6 Art & Design pupils attended the 2020 Royal Ulster Academy Annual Exhibition 
at the Ulster Museum. 
 
The Department is involved every week for Duke of Edinburgh Art & Design projects as well 
as CCEA GCSE, AS and A2 Level units of work. 
 
The Friends of the Academy very kindly donated a sum of money to invest in a new camera 
for the Department. 
 
Khaled Berakdar teaches Arabic Culture, oral, written and listening lessons to all of the Form 
1 and Form 3 and Enrichment Programmes to Senior pupils. He supports the Art teachers in 
embedding the lessons with Art and Design masterclasses and workshops and runs an Arabic 
Culture Club focusing on the Arabic alphabet and numeracy and Arabic conversation. 
 
During lockdown, Qatar Foundation International (QFI), organised an International Poster 
Competition.  The following pupils were shortlisted for this prestigious International Award, 
Erin Gray Form 1 and Aoife Akmad Form 3 are two of the six finalists. The six went to a vote 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places and Aoife Akmad won third placing in the contest. She will receive 
a prize of an Amazon e-gift card. The US QFI team were overwhelmed by the ‘Big’ response 
from our BRA pupils.   
 
The Art Department continues with the highly successful Art Clubs.  Art and Design Club on 
Monday afterschool and Mini Art Club every lunchtime run by Art Technician Laura Atkins. 
Afterschool club members designed their own fantasy world, created a world map and their 
own characters. They had the opportunity to experiment with traditional ink dipping pens, 
paper staining techniques and embellishing processes. Students took part in National Art 
competitions, art challenges and they made Artist Trading Cards. Its great success encouraged 
pupils to attend a Mini Art Club that took place each lunchtime to participate in weekly 
themed activities and support one another. 
For a third year running all pupils were invited to take part in the Inktober Challenge, in which 
artists all over the world during October complete one ink drawing a day for the entire month. 
Students joined together in the Art Department every break-time for the whole month of 



October to draw and encourage one another using the official Inktober prompts list. Drawings 
were displayed daily in the Art Department. 
 
QFI visitor Tony Calderbank spent the morning and afternoon on Tuesday 4th February, 
touring the Arabic with Art and Mathematics Project currently underway at BRA. He had the 
opportunity to observe the Arabic Language classes for Form 1 and 3. He also viewed Art 
projects on display by our enrichment groups of Forms 4 - 6 who have taken inspiration from 
the Arab world. Tony had the opportunity to see the Laser Cutter machine and Kiln in action 
courtesy of the QFI grant provision. 
 
Form 6 students are involved in a Homework Club run by the Conway Education Centre that 
supports volunteers to 12 to 19 refugee children/young people in primary and secondary 
school. This takes place on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, during 
term time. This volunteering role requires the commitment of one hour per week and includes 
offering guidance and support to enable children to complete homework tasks. The 
afternoons are busy and have a real positive vibe. The children and young people are very 
eager to improve their English and to complete homework successfully alongside our BRA 
student volunteers.    
 
North Belfast Area Learning Community Schools’ Art Exhibition featuring artworks from BRA, 
showcased at the Duncairn Arts and Culture Centre. Artwork from Eoghan Hughes, Thea 
Reddington, Eirinn Fitzsimons, Nakisa Towfighi, Molly-Agnew Boyce, Caitlin Joyce, Vivienne 
Johnston, Oliver McBride, Rebecca Martin and Sinead Cheung were on display. 
 
On Thursday 12th December Shakira Douglas L6 received a prize of a limited edition print by 
Keith Drury depicting the Causeway Port for joint 1st place in the St Anne’s Cathedral painting 
competition hosted by ‘In the Beginning Collective’. 
 
Pupils are encouraged to be involved in the art world through competitions and projects 
outside of the normal school curriculum. The majority of our Form 4 pupils entered the 
National Texaco Children's Art Competition. Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 the selection 
panel has been postponed. 
 
The Department continues to develop staff and pupils’ training in the use of ICT hardware and 
software. 
 
The Department continues to give pupils an insight into the Art and Design Career routes.  
 
Ben Madigan Preparatory School requested a painted mural to be displayed in their newly 
refurbished library. GCSE Art and Design BRA students have taken on the task of completing 
a collaborative painting on the theme of book and comic characters. The completed panel 
was unveiled on Wednesday 18th of December and our painting group presented  
Dr. Campbell with a commemorative plaque to be displayed with the painting in the library. 
 
Due to Covid-19 the Annual Art Exhibition was cancelled. 
 

  



Biology  
 
The Biology Department, like all departments at the Academy, had a different year during 
2019/20. Out of normality, we saw the rise of a virus which not only dictated the school year 
but defined the actions of every single person on the planet and it continues to do so. 
Biology has always been a subject which lies at the very core of who we are and how we live 
but never before have we been so aware of a subject’s potential to influence all we do. 
Social and printed media, television and radio constantly discuss viral infection rates, 
personal protection equipment, containment strategies for viral spread, vaccine 
development and so it goes on; the economy put to task by the unseen. As Biologists we see 
our subject all around us. We see how fragile life can be and how disease can alter our 
hopes and our plans but who knew a virus would spread to this extent in our modern world? 
Who knew that a pandemic would cripple our economies and shape, not just our lives this 
year, but our living for years to come. When the reality of the pandemic became 
increasingly apparent, we felt the burden as a department. The burden to help our young 
people understand streaming information about what the virus was and how it had spread. 
We taught our classes about Covid-19 and tracked its march across the world and to our 
small part of it. We highlighted how to keep ourselves safe and how the responsibility was 
on us all to help protect those at risk and the elderly. However, people seem to have an 
uncanny way of getting used to just about anything and so we adapted to our new world. A 
different life was experienced and teaching from home became the norm. The Biology staff, 
like all teachers, quickly developed the necessary skills for remote learning, video capture 
and editing, hosting Zoom lessons and conferencing online for lengthy meetings about 
Centre Assessed Grades. May and June, normally much quieter months in teaching, were 
months when everyday something new was embedded. For the first time in the history of 
our department, we taught our pupils but our classrooms were empty. We stepped into the 
online world where even our internal examinations were conducted virtually; a year when 
we all experienced something of the potential future of education. So many of our normal 
field trips and visits were cancelled this year but our ABP Angus Youth Challenge continued 
and during lockdown, they made it to the Semi-Finals of the competition. In October 2020, 
they will hear if they are the second Academy team to win five Aberdeen Angus calves. 
 
In the midst of all the newness, two of our longest serving members of staff, Mr Trevor 
Baldwin and Mr Roland Jamison, decided they had imparted enough of their knowledge to 
our young people. They both gave so much of their intellect, skill, talent and wisdom to so 
many over the years and we will miss them greatly in our department. As they left, so Dr. 
Jenna Shiels was welcomed as our new biologist and as a talented past pupil of the 
Academy, we were delighted to have her join our team.  
We paid tribute to our Form 5, L6 and M6 who received results and then received them 
again. We know the stress they faced and acknowledge that this pandemic has stolen, and 
continues to steal, the experiences they are entitled to have. Life, however, is unpredictable 
and in it, we all have to deal with things we did not think would or could happen. We know 
that our young people will soon be able to experience normality again but until then, we 
believe they have the fortitude to push through the daily uncertainty. Biology will answer 
the questions of Covid-19 and when it does, we will all be a little more aware of how this 
subject affects us all. 
 



Business Studies 
 
The Department continues to support teaching and learning through active group work 
activities such as new sub design and launch, developing and promoting ideas and collecting 
and collating market research information. This Form 3 group also had a quick visit to the 
local Subway to carry out some first-hand research. 
 
This year support activities included some pupils attending the following trips:  
 
Form 3 visited W5 to take part in new product development concepts and won a voucher 
for their innovative ideas and team work 
 
Form 5 visited the Tayto factory to take a tour of the factory whilst learning about 
production methods, quality control and product innovation. 
 
M6 pupils visited the Coca Cola factory in Lisburn to learn about licensed manufacturing, 
brand development and global business 
 
M6 visited Escape Rooms in Belfast to collective problem solve and work effectively 
together.  
 
 

Chemistry 
 
The Chemistry Department had a 97% pass rate at GCSE and a 100% pass rate at A2 level. 
 
An excellent total of 32 pupils achieved an A* at GCSE level. 
 
Six pupils, namely Ellen Campbell, Julia Forbes, Matthew Graham, Maia Hamilton, Ollie 
Parkes and Magdalena Szlachta achieved an A* at A2 level. 
 
Maia Hamilton was awarded a place at New College, Oxford to study Chemistry. 
 
A team of 3 L6 pupils competed in the Northern Ireland Schools’ Analyst Competition, held 
in Stranmillis College, finishing fourth. 
 
4 pupils competed in the regional heat of the ‘Top of the Bench’ Competition, finishing in an 
excellent second place. 
 

Classics 
 
We are delighted that, as a result of all her hard work, Eva Hayward was awarded Grade A* 
in Latin and obtained a place at Wadham College to read Literae Humaniores. Varia Peters 
and Lily Williamson both were awarded A Grades in A2 Latin. At AS, Daniel McIlroy also was 
awarded Grade A. Of the 20 pupils taking GCSE Latin, we are delighted that, six were 
awarded Grade 9, seven Grade 8 and one Grade 7 (equivalent to A* and A grades). Indeed, 



four of the predicted grades were moved up by one grade and one by two grades. None 
were moved down. 
 

Again, the Modern Languages Department provided invaluable help with teaching Form 1 to 
L6 Latin. It was hard to gauge exactly how well Forms 1 to 3 did during this school year due 
to Covid-19. 

Sadly, the annual junior trip to Hadrian’s Wall was cancelled due to Covid-19.  

Once again the Classics Department was the centre of lunchtime language mentoring with 
Lower and Middle Sixth Form mentors helping any pupil who felt that they were falling 
behind in any language studied in the Academy. 
 

 
The Greek Club and Classics Society 
 
One Third Form pupil, Oscar Hill, made strenuous efforts to learn Ancient Greek in his 
lunchtime. This year, the JACT certificates in Ancient Greek will be offered as an option to 
pupils.  
 
An extra effort will be made next year to increase the membership of the Greek Club 
through better advertising. Mentoring in other languages will not be available at lunchtimes 
as before unless the situation changes. 
 

 
Drama Department Annual Report 
 
Over three consecutive nights in November, the Senior School play A Servant to Two 
Masters was performed to packed out audiences. An enthusiastic cast and crew helped 
ensure a very successful and enjoyable production. 
 
As part of the Shared Education Initiative, eleven Academy students teamed up with their 
counterparts at St Malachy’s College, Belfast, to star in their school production of Joseph 
and his Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat! 
 
Belfast Royal Academy was once again selected to be a part of the Schools’ Affiliation 
Scheme with the Lyric Theatre, Belfast. The aim of the Scheme is to develop relationships 
and strengthen communication with the Lyric. Opportunities included CPD training for staff, 
invitations to press night of shows at the Lyric and a tour of the theatre and stage combat 
workshop for GCSE students. We are delighted that the Academy has once again been 
selected to be a part of the programme for the 2020/21 academic year. 
 
GCSE and A Level students went on a variety of theatre trips including Bouncers at the Mac 
and A Taste of Honey at the Grand Opera House. 
 
In the Spring term A Level and GCSE Drama students showcased their practical work to 
packed out audiences of friends, family and teachers. 



 
Lower VI students attended a theatre workshop with Bruiser Theatre Company at the Mac, 
Belfast. Led by artistic director Lisa May, students attended four ninety minute workshops 
working with industry experts which proved invaluable in helping them prepare for their 
practical examination.  
 
Over lockdown, the Drama department’s application to have access to the National Theatre 
Collection was accepted. This means staff and students now have free access to thirty shows 
from the National Theatre Archive including a number of critically acclaimed and Olivier 
award winning productions. 
 
Junior Drama Club continues to be a very successful and popular extra-curricular activity, 
attracting up to thirty pupils weekly.  
 

Economics 
 
 
This was the first year that we had chosen to switch to the WJEC qualification for A level due 
to concerns about CCEA marking and the manner in which CCEA handled communication on 
the matter. It was disappointing that pupils are now moving on to A2 level without having 
had the opportunity to sit the AS examination. 
 
Results at AS and A2 based on teacher assessment are broadly in line with results for 
previous years. 
 
I continued to send an “Economics Briefing” by email to the parents of Sixth Form pupils on 
a regular basis, to provide details of upcoming class assessments, the range of marks on 
completed assessments and other information which I thought might be of interest. This 
was well received by parents. 
 
In the final week of the first term, former pupil and Cambridge Economics graduate, Ruairí 
Hurson called in to school to speak to interested pupils about opportunities for economists 
in the UK Civil Service including a higher apprenticeship scheme which offered paid 
employment and the chance to study for a part-time degree in Economics. In January the 
Northern Ireland Civil Service held an event for L6 pupils to provide an analysis of the 
Northern Ireland economy and to encourage pupils to consider a career in the Northern 
Ireland Civil Service. 
 
Just ahead of lockdown in March, GCSE, AS and A level classes were provided with course 
notes for the remainder of the academic year. A short time later it was announced that 
there would be no formal examinations at GCSE or A level which meant that my teaching for 
the remainder of the year, via Google Classroom, focused on Forms 4 and L6. For Form 4, I 
used the notes which I had provided, existing video material on-line and past paper 
questions to provide work over the remaining months of the school year, concluding with a 
short Zoom meeting at the end of the summer term. For L6, I made a series of videos using 
the Explain Everything App for each of the remaining AS topics and a selection of A2 topics 
which I thought pupils might attempt without a teacher. I tried to include a bit of humour in 



each of the videos and am grateful to Mrs Woods and Mia the dog for their contribution to 
one video. 
 
 

English 
  
Students from the English Department had success in a range of writing competitions. Zara 
Meadows (L6) was commended in the Christopher Tower Poetry competition. The Tower 
Poetry competition is a UK-wide competition which attracts entrants from nearly 2,500 
schools. Zara won £250 for herself and £150 for the English Department. In addition, Rachel 
Duncan (FV), a member of the Department’s Creative Writing group, received runner-up in 
the Trocaire and Poetry Ireland Poetry competition. Rachel won an author visit for the 
School. Form II student, Ciara Gilchrist, was a finalist in the 10-13 age category in BBC 
Northern Ireland’s Two Minute Tales competition. Her story was selected from 1300 entries 
across the Province.  Ciara’s story went on to be voiced by an actor and broadcast on The 
Stephen Clements’ Show. All finalists received a specially commissioned illustration based on 
an aspect of their story. Furthermore, Ethan Carter, Kathleen Malone, Julia Miszuk and Veda 
Muruga Perumal competed in the regional rounds of Poetry Aloud 2019 at the Linen Hall 
Library, Belfast. Kathleen Malone went on to reach the national final held at the National 
Library of Ireland.  
  
Miss Herron, with a number of eager writers from all year groups, continued the Creative 
Writing Club. The following students won top places in Jubilee Farm’s Pig Poetry 
Competition and attended the prize-giving ceremony. The winners were: First Place - Emily 
Warnock and Anna Curran; Second Place - Scarlett Platt-Bell; Third Place - Eve McKeown, as 
well as a special mention for Ariana Hill. Later in the year, the Club received a range of 
resources from NI Children's Writing Fellow, Kelly McCaughrain.  
 
The Literacy noticeboard was updated in the English Department promoting various 
initiatives: writing competitions (local, national and international); School and House 
competitions including a Summer Reading Challenge; submissions to The Owl and The 
Literary Journal. These competitions continued to run throughout ‘lockdown’ and over the 
summer. In addition, the ‘Writer of the Month’ initiative commended written work 
submitted by students. Selected pieces from aspiring writers received a certificate and the 
work was published on the Literacy board. 
   
In collaboration with the Library, Accelerated Reader proceeded successfully for Forms I and 
II. Pupils were awarded House Points for becoming ‘Millionaires and 100% Club’ winners   
having read over a million words or achieved 100% in their reading quizzes. The School 
Library hosted the Scholastic Book Fair, resulting in over £500 of free books, as well as 
National Poetry Day and World Book Day where teachers and pupils read and performed 
poems. The Junior Book Club enjoyed a range of activities throughout the year including 
competing in the Kids’ Lit Quiz at Wellington College, Belfast and a further reading group 
participated in the Northern Ireland Book Awards. 
  



As part of our Shared Education Project with St. Malachy’s College, Belfast, 46 AS Level 
students accompanied by 6 members of staff enjoyed a study day at HomePlace, the 
Seamus Heaney Centre in Bellaghy.  
  
Other pupil-focused activities included: the continuation of the Reading Group for Sixth 
Form students and during Read-On week, Forms I and II pupils raising £1287 for the 
Northern Ireland Cancer Fund for Children. 
  
Staff development activities included: the Subject Leader for English and colleagues 
attending CCEA Moderation days for GCSE English Literature, GCSE English Language and A2 
English Literature specifications; being a part of an online AQA A-Level and AS Level English 
Language course; the use of Google Classroom, Idoceo as well as iPad learning applications 
during ‘lockdown’. 
 

Geography 
 
M6 geographers had the opportunity in September to study the effects of coastal erosion at 
Dundrum Bay in Co Down. They also surveyed members of the public in Newcastle on their 
views of tourism in the local area. This material formed the basis of the module on “Issues in 
Geography” which enables our students to develop problem-soL6ng skills. 
 
Jade Haveron (M6) was selected to participate in A Dawn ‘til Dusk event at Queen’s 
University Belfast on the 4th October 2019. This was an event hosted by the School of 
Planning, Architecture and Civil Engineering, Queen’s University Belfast. The day started at 
07:35 and involved on-site visits to various locations within Belfast with particular focus on 
planning and sustainability, renewable energy, planning governance and healthy urban 
planning. The day finished at 18:29 as the sun set. 
 
Some geographers had the opportunity to attend a lecture at QUB on the 22nd October 2019 
on coastal dynamics – understanding coastal resilience and vulnerability in Europe and S.E. 
Asia. This was organised by the Geographical Association to support the Advanced Level 
specification. 
 
In December, L6 geographers collected data for their AS examination. This is a study of the 
micro-climate of Greater Belfast. The data collected is analysed and interpreted as part of 
the AS examination in June. 
 
Eden McCoubrey in L6 submitted an application to attend Villiers Park from 3rd to 7th 
February 2020. 
 
On the 7th February, former pupil Matthew Harvey, who now works as a Town Planner with 
ARUP in Belfast, spoke with F5 geographers on careers in Planning. He outlined how 
Advanced Level Geography gave him the impetus to pursue this occupation. 
 
Unfortunately, the Covid crisis prevented former pupil Prof. Graeme Swindles from QUB 
speaking with F3 geographers on 30th March. We hope to reschedule the talk for next year. 



Likewise, the Form 2 trip to Holywood in May and the GCSE data collection in June were 
cancelled. 
 
 

Home Economics 
 
How do you sum up the academic year 2019-2020?  
 
What a strange year, surreal at times with lots of new phrases: Covid, lockdown, Zoom, 
blended learning, self- isolation. Who will ever forget the announcement, “schools will close 
from Friday 20th March”, unheard of, as staff we thought we would be in school but then 
the next bombshell, “work from home”. Working from home was a challenge but thankfully 
we were used to working on Google Classroom which made the transition a little easier.  
 
There was life before March 2020, thankfully.  
 
The Department had started the year well, lots of Form 1 and 2 pupils excited to get 
cooking. We had three Form 3 classes which was encouraging and this has resulted in two 
Form 4 classes for the 20/21 academic year. 
 
The Form 5 class was academically strong and many were disappointed not to be sitting the 
GCSE examination. They performed well in the practical aspect of the controlled assessment 
and several staff enjoyed tasting the final products. 
Unfortunately, A Level numbers continue to be small and teaching the two year groups at 
the same time can be challenging.  
 
The department accommodates the B.R.A. Bake Off each year which is always a popular 
competition. 
Once again Home Economics was a popular spot during the Open Evenings. 
I am thankful for the support of those from other departments who taught Home Economics 
this year and for others in school who encouraged and supported me during the School 
closure. 
I would like to record my appreciation for the work done by Mrs Woods and the SLT during 
lockdown, they worked tirelessly for the well-being of the whole school community. It is 
good to be back in the classroom and see pupils returning.  We look forward to 20/21 and 
hopefully a slow return to “normal”. 
 

ICT 
 

Two past pupils, Luke McGarvey and Conor Moss, visited BRA to talk to L6 and M6 pupils 
about their experience on the Deloitte Bright Start scheme.   
Form 5 pupils participated in the Longitude Explorer application (NESTA). 
The various lunch-time clubs were busy as always: Code Club for Forms 1 – 3 on Mondays 
and Gamers’ Club on Wednesdays in C2.    
The eagerly anticipated annual FIFA competition did not disappoint either. 
Girls’ Code Club in C3 was also very popular on Fridays at lunch-time. 
 



 

Mathematics   
 
Both the GCSE and A-level specifications and grading systems have changed in the last year. 
Summer 2020 was due to be the first examinations for A2 Mathematics and A2 Further 
Mathematics. The cancelling of public examinations means we still await the first sitting of 
these papers and the first full year through these courses. We were on track for a superb set 
of results at A2 level which is a great credit to the staff involved. The obvious challenges of 
online learning meant a great deal of work was done to organise notes and make videos. We 
are currently building a comprehensive resource of videos for the future and this work has 
been going on quietly in the background as we prepare for potential interruptions ahead. 
The Google Classroom is now being used more effectively as we get more experienced. It 
should be noted that the work involved in creating material for class that can also be 
provided online has changed the nature of the job and the expectations on teachers across 
the country has changed as a result. We need to manage this carefully in the long term. 
 
The school representatives continue to perform impressively in competitive, extracurricular 
maths albeit with some disruption due to Covid 19.  In team competitions, the Senior team 
of John Gibson (L6), Jude Moorehead (L6), Samuel Haken (M6) and Joshua Thompson (M6) 
narrowly missed out on finishing in the top 3 at the Queen's University competition. In the 
UKMT Senior Team challenge the team of John Gibson (L6), Jude Moorehead (L6), Zak 
Thabeth (M6) and Joshua Thompson (M6) came fourth in the NI regional final.  The Junior 
Team of Jamie Wilson (F2), Sofia Rea-Lavery (F2), Oliver Pearce (F3) and Harrison Kirk (F3) 
came second in NI regional final of the UKMT Junior Challenge and missed out on winning by 
the narrowest of margins.  
    
Many pupils once again took part in the UK Maths Trust’s individual and team challenges 
with a number of certificates awarded and qualifiers for the elite further rounds.  
   
At Senior level there were 8 Silver and 5 Bronze awards from 22 entries. 
   
At Intermediate level pupils achieved 5 Gold, 15 Silver and 20 Bronze awards. Riya 
Raghuram (F4), Jude Morrison (F4), Ben Golden (F5), Donal McGrath and Joseph McGuigan 
(F5) qualified for the next round (the Kangaroo). Only two pupils were able to sit the follow 
on round in the days before the school closure and results are pending. 
   
The Junior Challenge moved online because of school closures for lockdown. Pupils were 
coordinated to sit the test at home and 26 participated with 2 Silver and 12 Bronze awards 
being achieved.  
 

 
Modern Foreign Languages 
 
This year the Spanish Department celebrated its twelfth Exchange with IES Juan de 
Villanueva. This valuable opportunity, has given Academy students the opportunity to utilise 
their linguistic skills in a real life setting. Thanks to the Exchange and the students’ 



communication with their partners all year round, the Spanish Department is able to 
celebrate excellent Speaking examination results. 
 
The French Department celebrated its second Exchange with Lycée L’Oiselet. Students had 
the opportunity to visit Lyon and take part in a number of exciting activities organised by 
Mr. Sam Butler.  
 
The Department welcomed two temporary members of staff, Mr Sam Butler covered Mr. 
Porter’s sabbatical and Miss Victoria Thompson was appointed to cover Mrs. Cain’s 
maternity post.  
 
During lockdown, the Department organised Quizlet lives, interactive museum tours and 
online Zoom lessons to teach students how to make Spanish omelette and tarte au citron.  
 
Furthermore, thanks to the incredible ability of our Form 1 Latin students, Dr. Springer was 
rescued from the evil Syphax and was able to complete his last virtual quiz.  
 
With the cancellation of the second leg of the Camino de Santiago, some staff, parents and 
students started the Virtual Camino de Santiago to raise money for the North Belfast Food 
Bank and UNICEF’s Covid funding for children. Dr. Springer was the first to complete the 
480km journey, followed by a rather competitive Dr. Campbell.  
 
 

Music Department 
 
Eve Henderson gained a place in the Ulster Youth Choir and Eva Hayward, Jonny Hayward, 
Maya Reilly Stewart, Hugo Reilly Stewart and Theo Hayward gained a place in the Ulster 
Youth Orchestra.   
2019/20 was a very busy year for the Music Department with the pupils performing at the 
Senior Carol Service, Junior Carol Service, Prize Day, Open Nights, School functions, Spring 
Concert, and ABRSM practical examinations. 
The Senior Orchestra and Chamber Choir performed at Prize Day in the Spires Centre. 
The Senior Carol Service took place in Rosemary Presbyterian with performances from the 
Senior Choir, Chamber Choir, Intermediate Choir and Junior Choir.  Ellie McIvor and Sarah 
McIlroy performed solos. 
The Chamber Choir and Boys’ Choir performed at the Junior Carol Service in the school 
Assembly Hall. 
The Boys’ Choir entertained everyone on the last day of term before the Christmas Holidays 
with their lively rendition of well-known Christmas carols in the school playground. 
The Big Band, Senior and Junior Trad, various string quartets and Dr McAtasney’s many 
clarinet and saxophone groups entertained prospective pupils at the School’s Annual Open 
Evenings in January. 
The Senior Strings were placed first in the String Orchestra Class at Ballymena Festival.  The 
following pupils were placed in their classes: 
 
Viola Solo, Post-Primary, 14 years and under:  Theo Hayward 1st 
Violin solo, 13-14 years:  Hugo Reilly-Stewart 1st, Rory Nethercott Highly Commended 



Cello Solo, 15-17 years:  Jonny Hayward 1st 
Double Bass Solo, 14-17 years:  Jonny Hayward 1st 
Quartet for Strings:  BRA String Quartet 2nd 
Trio for Strings:  Hayward Trio 2nd 
Violin Solo, Open:  Eva Hayward 2nd, Anna Quinn Highly Commended 
Viola Solo, Open:  Theo Hayward 1st 
Cello Solo, Open:  Neil Og Martin 3rd 
Clarinet Solo, Open: Giulia Marro 1st 
Pianoforte Solo, 14-15 years:  Kian Jan-Dickens Highly Commended 
 
Jonny Hayward's double bass playing was of such a high standard that he was selected to 
perform in the Beggs and Partners Young Instrumentalist of the Year on Saturday 29th 
February and won the Most Promising String Player at the Festival. 
 
Over 300 pupils participated in the annual Spring Concert in the Ulster Hall.  There were 
performances from the Senior Orchestra, Big Band, Senior Strings, Wind Band, Junior Trad, 
Senior Trad, Boys’ Choir, Junior Choir and Junior Strings.  Anna Quinn was the M6 soloist.  
The Senior Orchestra and Senior Choir, performed Karl Jemkins’ ‘The Armed Man in the 
second half of the Concert with Neil Óg Martin, Alex Crinion and Sarah McIlroy performing 
the solo roles. 
 
 

Physics 
 
The Physics Department had a 100% pass rate at GCSE.  
 
Samuel Haken, Maia Hamilton and Zakir Thabeth were awarded A* grades at A2 level. 
 
Dr Dermot Green, former pupil and University of Oxford graduate, spoke to 6th Form pupils 
about his career path, from student at BRA to lecturer of Physics at Queen’s University, 
Belfast. 
 

 
Politics  
 
Politics enjoyed another successful year in 2019-2020. Of course, our year together was cut 
short, but students can be proud of the results they achieved. It is a real testament to our 
students that they feel their opportunity to show what they know, them versus the 
examination was taken from them. Olivia Donaldson and Layla Creaney were two 
outstanding students, achieving the highest UMS scores at AS under this specification and so 
we will be left to wonder how they might have fared in the A2 examination. 
 
In January, just before the world turned upside down, L6 and M6 Politics students enjoyed a 
two day visit to London to visit Westminster and the Supreme Court. The trip began with a 
visit to the Imperial War Museum to visit its excellent displays on the First World War and 
the Holocaust. In the afternoon, we went to Stratford where most of the group took on the 
challenge of the Orbit Slide. Most would say this was a fantastic experience, sliding at speed 



down 178m of tunnel from the top of the tallest sculpture in the world! Dr. Springer would 
probably disagree and few of us there will forget the echo of his screams as he sped through 
the slide. On our next day we got a tour of the Supreme Court and the Houses of 
Parliament. We also were able to take part in workshop on Select Committees there. Before 
we left London, we took a quick visit to Covent Garden and Buckingham Palace. 
 
Politics Society came together throughout the year to meet together and discuss a range of 
political events and issues. Middle Sixth students lead talks on a range of issues, such as 
Brexit negotiations, the impact of Parliament and foreign affairs. One particularly 
memorable lunchtime was Edward Ferrin sharing his vision for an independent Northern 
Ireland, the Democratic Republic of Northern Ireland. Although light-hearted in nature, the 
ideas Edward shared sparked great discussion about how new states can achieve 
democracy, checks and balances that prevent abuse of power and constitutional law. We 
also enjoyed a cinema trip to see Official Secrets, based on the true story of an intelligence 
specialist who leaked information about the decision to invade Iraq in 2003 and the 
resulting court case. It was a fascinating look at morals involved in war. 
 
Politics Society students were probably some of the few to be excited by the prospect of a 
General Election and in the first term, students also organised and led a House Mock 
General Election for all forms which took place just a week before the real thing. The results 
revealed support for Johnson’s Conservatives in the UK parties ballot, with Labour and the 
Greens not far behind. In the NI parties ballot, it was the DUP that won, with Alliance and 
Sinn Fein. Interestingly, the real General Election showed a decline in votes for the Liberal 
Democrats which was mirrored in our election and psephologists would be fascinated that 
that Greens did well in UK elections but their support fell away in the NI one. The contest 
between the houses saw Shaw take the victory, with a 4% higher turnout than Currie. 
 
Finally, eight of our Lower and Middle Sixth students applied for a place on the Politics 
Matters group, a cross-community group of political engaged young people from BRA, St. 
Malachy’s and Dominican College. We were fortunate to have political commentator David 
McCann facilitate our group and lead our sessions. The group chose as their topic to 
research the lack of devolved government in NI. Although devolution was restored in 
January, the group made convincing arguments about the opportunities and threats that 
this now posed. It was disappointing not to get the chance to present the report of their 
findings to MLAs and school leaders at Stormont in April. However, as part of the experience 
students visited both Stormont and Westminster, which provided a wonderful opportunity 
to understand more about politics and to walk the corridors of power. 

 
 
Religious Studies 
 
We continue to use the study support material which assisted the pupil on a week-to-week 
basis. 
 
We continue to use the RE staff website which complemented our use of Google Classroom 
as a pupil-based assessment tool. This has also been developed as a resource to summarise 
every lesson that is taught, which gives valuable information to those that are absent and 



also helps pupils to develop skills of organisation, and greater understanding of what is 
taught each lesson. 
 
We continue to use the centralised ‘Team Drive’ which allows all members of the 
department access to standardised resources. 
 
We updated notes for GCSE/AS/A2. We made a significant change of AS/A2 course, 
switching from The Old Testament course to Church History course. This has been a positive 
move and the AS/A2 courses saw another successive jump in numbers of students do RE at 
A-Level. 
 
As a consequence of the timetable allocation of 1 hour per week of Form 4 RE teaching 
time, we continued to use the space in the KS3 curriculum to teach the first unit of Form 4 
GCSE from January of Form 3. We felt that this was a very positive decision, though it has 
also necessitated a total re-write of the KS3 syllabus and course notes. 
 
We further developed booklets and embedded the 6 world faiths into the KS3 syllabus for 
2019-20.  
 

 
Sociology 
 
Sociology continues to be a popular choice at both AS Level and A2 Level. There were large 
numbers in both AS classes this year and it is anticipated these will continue through to A2 
level. 
Results were excellent with 100% of pupils achieving grades A-C at A Level.  AS results were 
also very good this year with 94% achieving grades A-C. 

 
 
Technology and Design  
 
After AS Level Practical Moderation being adjusted ‘down’, we arranged a meeting with the 
A Level Principal Moderator to discuss some issues such as protocol, professional conduct, 
Principal Moderator visits as well as how to improve on the practical and portfolio work at 
AS Level.  This was a generally positive meeting after which we were satisfied with our 
guidance and support for pupils. 
 
Amber Smallwood was awarded with the prize of top marks at GCSE level, sponsored by 
Arcen.  We were also pleased that has chosen to keep Technology on through to AS and A2 
Level. 
 
Preparations started in November for Open Evening in January.  We spent a lot of time and 
effort on preparations to keep the Evenings fresh and interactive for pupils.  We developed 
the theme of ‘Welcome to the Future’; developing interactive games such as a BRA crest 
giant jigsaw, BRA steady hand game, Buggy racetrack – all integrated in a ‘Crystal Maze’ 
token system to encourage the pupils to win tokens and collect a prize.  We felt it was very 



successful and worth the effort for staff to develop resources and made the evenings fun 
and informative for the prospectus pupils. 
 
In January we took 20 Form 3 girls to the inaugural 1851 Trust Maritime Roadshow for Girls.  
The Trust brought an excellent roadshow to the Belfast Harbour Commissioner’s Office 
featuring workshops on Investigate, Inspiration, Growth Mindset, Wings and Sails and Panel 
Discussions.  Keynote speakers included Maritime Minister Nusrat Ghan MP and GB sailing 
Olympians.  Interestingly their tag line is #closingthegap! 
 
In February, the process of advertising and appointing the permanent 4-day Technology and 
Design position started and resulted in Shirley McIlwaine being appointed.  This was a 
satisfying process to complete after several years of uncertainty over the position and 
personnel.  Shirley has proven herself to be an excellent addition to the Technology 
department; she is professional and experienced and has fitted in well with the staff and 
pupils at BRA. 
 
Lockdown obviously brought many challenges for all Technology staff and pupils.  Our 
greatest initial concern was the coursework deadlines that were imminent for GCSE, AS and 
A2 Level.  A normally very stressful time for staff and pupils was increased exponentially 
until the final decision was made to stop any coursework.  In retrospect now, it is 
disappointing that so much work had gone into practical and coursework only for it to 
remain incomplete.   
The positives to come out of lockdown from a Technology department perspective were 
that the staff worked well together remotely and took individual and collective 
responsibility for creating resources, communicating with pupils, assessments and agreeing 
on CAGs. 
Another positive was that we started teaching remotely with our current Form 5, L6 and M6 
in June.  A series of Zoom meetings and Google Classroom resources helped us to start the 
course and coursework.  This has proved invaluable when we returned in August to ‘hit the 
ground running’ with these classes. 
Class sizes for Technology and Design at AS and A2 have never been higher.  There are 26 L6 
AS pupils in 2 classes and 23 M6 A2 pupils in 2 classes.  At A2 level we offer 2 Specification 
choices to accommodate pupils – Electronics or Product Design.  We believe these pupil 
numbers and options show a positive pupil and staff experience in this subject which we, as 
a staff, have worked hard on over the last 7 years. 
 
 
 
 

SPORT 
 

Football 
 
The Football Team competed in the Belfast Cup and Northern Ireland Cup.   
 
 

  



Golf (Boys) 
 
There was mixed success this year for the Golf team. Unfortunately, the team were 
unsuccessful in the events that were entered but were very close in two of the 
competitions. 
 
On a pleasant, but windy November day at Kirkistown Golf Club, our Senior Golf Team 
consisting of Keaton Morrison and Noah Bickerstaff, Ryan Armstrong and Josh McKee 
finished 6th the Ulster Schools’ Scratch Competition. 
 
Our other Senior tournament, the Irish Schools’ Championship saw another ‘below par’ 
performance from the team consisting of Keaton Morrison, Ben Hopkins, Noah Bickerstaff 
and Josh McKee. Where there were some good individual performances, as a team, we 
struggled to come to grips with the Spa Golf course and were placed outside the ‘top 10’. 
 
Our Junior team on the other hand had better fortunes in their two competitions. Our team 
consisting of Ben Anderson, Noah Bickerstaff, Josh McKee and Peter Richardson finished 
runner-up in the Ulster Schools’ Junior competition, played at the beautiful Moyola Park 
Golf Course. We were edged out narrowly by a very good Coleraine team. 
 
Our other Junior event, the Irish Schools’ Junior Competition, saw the team consisting of 
Noah Bickerstaff, Josh McKee and Ben Anderson finish a very commendable 3rd place. This 
was played at the Ballymena Golf Club. Nonetheless, the boys performed extremely well, to 
their credit and were beaten narrowly by a strong Ballyclare High school team.  
 
Yet again this year, the Senior Team was hampered in our selection throughout the year by 
not being able to call upon Tom McKibbin as he was playing in other competitions outside 
school. This was unfortunate but gave others the chance to play.  
 
Going forward, I am filled with much optimism for the future of BRA Golf, thanks to some of 
our extremely strong Junior golfers, notably Noah, Josh and Ben who have at different 
stages have already represented our Senior Team and are currently all playing off single 
figure handicaps. 
 

Golf (Girls) 
 
 
Unfortunately, there were no girls’ golfing competitions this year as Covid-19 prevented 
fixtures from taking place. 
 

Hockey (Boys) 
 
 
The 1st XI team welcomed several new players to the squad this year.  Despite the lack of 
Saturday fixtures, the boys were competitive in all of the cup fixtures.  Club captain 
Christopher Pollock was a dedicated leader.  The Colts enjoyed a relatively strong campaign 
in the Taylor Cup competition this year.  The Junior teams achieved some very good results 



against strong opposition and enjoyed defeating Ballyclare High School on a couple of 
occasions.   
 

 
Hockey (Girls) 
 
Representative Honours 
 
Niamh McIvor Ulster and Irish U18. 
Emma Uprichard Ulster and Irish U16. 
Olivia Beattie and Abbie Braniff Ulster U16s. 
Olivia Beattie, Abbie Braniff, Sasha Logan, Eve Thompson and Emma Uprichard all Belfast 
U15 Schools. 
 
8 teams represented BRA every Saturday throughout the 2019/20 season. 
Form 1 hockey club took place every Saturday with numbers rarely falling below 25. 
1st XI  Progressed from their Superleague group but knocked out at semi-final stage. 
 Senior Schools’ Cup Winners 2020. 
2As  Went out of the 2ndXI Cup at the quarter-final stage. 
2Bs Won the South Antrim league. 
 Semi-finalists in their Cup competition. 
U14As 3rd round of the Junior Cup. 
 Quarter-final of Junior Shield. 
U13As 2nd place in South Antrim League.  
 
 

Netball  
 
This year we had eleven teams playing competitive games. The Junior A, Intermediate A and 
Senior A teams each played in Premier leagues for their age group. All other teams played in 
the District League Competition. It was encouraging to see the numbers of pupils playing 
increase and the dedication demonstrated by both players and coaches involved. 

The Intermediate A squad played in the Northern Ireland League Finals and came runners up 
against Wallace High School.  

Both the Intermediate and Senior teams reached the finals of the Northern Ireland Shield 
Competition. Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 the matches were unable to be played.  

Netball has continued to grow with talented and committed players emerging throughout 
the club. It is great to see many players competing at representative level. I would like to 
thank all of the players and coaches for their hard work this season.  

 

Representative Honours 

*U13/U15 Regional Development Academy did not take place due to Covid-19. 

 

U17 Northern Ireland Development Squad – Fiona Murray 



 

U17 Northern Ireland Squad- Siobhan Baine, Nada Hawela, Catelyn Burns  

 

U19 Northern Ireland Development Squad- Fabienne Cochrane, Julia Forbes, Ellie Collins, 
Leah Doran 

  

U21 Northern Ireland Long Squad- Nada Hawela  

 

Rugby Club 
 
Interest in rugby in school remains high.  Brian McLaughlin continues in his role as rugby 
consultant and holds sessions for each team one morning a week before school as well as 
position specific clinics each lunchtime.   The Medallion XV and senior rugby squad train in 
the strength and conditioning suite on two mornings a week. 
 
The Medallion XV had the most successful season in terms of progress in their Inter school 
competition and win percentage across the season. They reached the semi-final of the 
Medallion Shield losing to eventual winners Campbell College. Indeed, Campbell were the 
only side to defeat the Medallion this season. The 1st XV progressed out of their group in 
the Schools’ Cup following victories over Banbridge Academy and Belfast High School and a 
narrow defeat to Coleraine Grammar. They lost in the first round of the knockout 
competition to The Royal Belfast Academical Institution. In the plate competition they lost 
at the quarter final stage to Down High School. Junior rugby holds much promise for the 
future. The U14s won the plate competition at the RBAI Tournament losing only one match 
throughout the day. The U13s played some excellent rugby throughout the season and won 
the majority of their matches across the season. Form 1 finished fourth in a tournament at 
Roughfort that included the majority of the top rugby playing schools from across the 
province. 

 
Swimming 
 
The school Swim Club had a shortened season this year but performed to an extremely high 
standard in all the competitions entered. There was a strong showing from the junior and 
intermediate school in the Swim Ulster Schools’ Competition held at the Bangor Aurora pool 
in October. The intermediate boys relay team (Jericho Balgos (4), Luke Calwell (4), James 
Strutt (5), Cal Young-McClinton (4)) won double gold in the freestyle and medley relays, and 
pupils Erin Gray (1), Eve McKeown (1), Ines Scott (1), Bryn Mawhinney (1) and Oliver 
Staworzynski (1) qualified individually for the Irish Minor Schools’ Championships. They 
were joined at the competition by Sarah Teague (1), Robbie Tosh (1) and Samuel Hipolito (1) 
to form relay teams. The Form 1 girls’ team went on to achieve a gold medal in the Irish 
Minor Schools medley relay and placed 4th in the freestyle relay. 
 
 



The Junior and Intermediate Cup was held in January, and again the school enjoyed 
significant success, winning both individual and relay medals. The Intermediate Girls’ relay 
team (Sophie Doran (4), Lara Lennon (4), Rachael McGrath (5), Giulia Allen (5), Siobhan 
Baine (5) was placed third in the medley and freestyle relays, while the Intermediate Boys’ 
team continued their domination with two first place relay placings. In February, members 
of the school’s swimming and water polo teams volunteered to assist with the running of 
the Ulster Special Olympics Regional Swimming Event. Pupils spent the day at Lagan Valley 
LeisurePlex in Lisburn assisting with marshalling, timekeeping, and cheering on the 
competitors in a day of fun competition.  
 

Water Polo 
 
The Boys’ Senior Water polo squad stepped up their training this year, coming off the back 
of three consecutive Ulster Provincial Trophy wins. The team led by captain Ewan Purdy 
(M6) and vice-captain Adam Mahood (L6) committed to early morning training and extra 
swim sessions. The season started strongly with back to back friendly wins against RBAI in 
December and January. The Canada Trophy, held from January through February, saw the 
team up against strong opposition. They finished in fourth place overall, after several rounds 
of matches held at RBAI Pool. 
 

Lifesaving 
 
While the most prestigious competition of the school’s lifesaving calendar was cancelled this 
year, the Lifesaving Club saw a surge in membership from both the junior and senior school. 
The club ran from September, with lunchtime sessions available to all competent swimmers. 
The club members improved their fitness and learned valuable life skills, including personal 
survival, first aid and practical water rescue technique. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 
 
 
SENCo:Ms Diane Keenan 
ASSISTANT SENCo: Mrs Joanne McNally 
SEN Governor: Mrs Ann Clements  
 
During 2019-20 a report on Special Educational Needs was delivered to the Education 
Committee of the Board of Governors each term. The school SEN policy was reviewed as 
part of the Autumn report and is available on the school website. The support and interest 
of the Board of Governors, particularly that of Mrs Ann Clements, is very much appreciated. 
 
We are also indebted to the Teaching Staff and Classroom Assistants who show great care, 
commitment and dedication in order to meet the needs of all our pupils.  
 
 
 

  



OTHER EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 
Bridge Club  
 
The Bridge Club met at lunchtime; Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  Around 25 students 

attend through the week learning to play what is a pretty complicated card game. The 

students covered a range of ages from Form 1 to Middle 6th.  The club is run by Mr Graham 

and we are very fortunate to have the support of Dr Lomas in a volunteer capacity at various 

points during the year.  

This year we were able to open up to Form1 with up to 20 different students keen to learn 

during the year. This is a huge effort to organise and with a high turn over of students can 

feel liking starting over on a regular basis. Unfortunately, the end of school in March meant 

these students were unable to compete in some friendly team matches to further their 

understanding and enjoyment. It will be difficult to pick this up in the following year. 

The students attended various competitions during the year. With the shortest team match, 

or pairs competition, being 3 hours this can be quite a commitment.  This year the school 

was represented at the Irish Pairs and Teams in March in Galway at a three-day event.   

Local Northern Ireland school league matches and competitions again proved challenging to 

organise this year due to the regulations for minibus drivers.  We managed to attend the 

Ulster Schools’ Teams in Carrick and held the Ulster Schools’ Pairs in the library in BRA for 

the second time. We are grateful the school subsidised some transport costs but attention 

still needs to be paid to the ongoing sustainability for all schools and hope that the Board is 

still aware of the difficulties created by the legislation around minibus driving to the support 

of a range of extra-curricular activities. This remains a problem for the ongoing viability of 

this society. 

The opportunities for our students to compete nationally were underscored by one of our 

students representing Northern Ireland Under 20 Team in the home nations contest and 

several former students representing the Northern Ireland Under 25 Team.  

Finally, thanks to the help of the Northern Ireland Bridge Union we were able to keep the 

club going for those in Form 4 – M6th by organising online matches and getting them 

involved in adult competitions that moved online in April. The success of this still needs to 

be assessed with the students but the opportunities for learning and playing were very well 

organised and advertised.  

 

  



The Creative Writing Club 
 
The Club enjoyed a steady flow of members throughout the year and members participated 
in several creative writing competitions. The following students were placed in competitions 
organised/promoted by the club: 
Rachel Duncan (Runner-up Trocaire Poetry Competition) 
Zara Meadows (Highly Commended in the Tower Poetry Competition) 
Anna Curran and Emily Warnock (Winners of the Jubilee Farm Poetry Competition)  

 
Model United Nations 
 
Model United Nations continued to meet weekly in C5 at lunchtimes on Wednesday.  This 
year, mostly boys from the Junior school attended.  They debated a range of topics such as 
disarmament, protecting natural resources, an ageing population, capital punishment and 
refugees.   
 
 

Senior Scripture Union 
 
Senior Scripture Union was held weekly during Friday lunchtime.  Throughout the course of 
the year we studied who God is and several characters from the Bible.  The Scripture Union 
also organised a three week event in November and invited the senior school to attend.  The 
highlight of the year was the Senior S.U. Weekend which was held in February in Portadown. 
 

 
Junior Scripture Union 
 
Junior Scripture Union was held weekly during Wednesday lunchtime.  Throughout the 
course of the year we studied topics such as the fruit of the Spirit.  Pupils also attended the 
S.U. Christmas Party and the BIG Scripture Union Weekend at Castlewellan Castle.   
 

 

Senior Debating Society  
 
Last year the pupils most involved with the society were drawn from M6 which meant that 
this year we had to find a new crop of young people interested in debating. Those 
volunteering to speak were mostly drawn from forms 4 and M6. 
  
As usual, pupils were involved in selecting motions in which they had a personal interest. 
We started the year with a debate on the desirability of pupils missing school to participate 
in climate change protests, a topic on which there were strongly held opinions. A debate on 
the merits of banning smacking also produced some strong views. 
 
Towards the end of the first term attention switched to the inter-school debating 
competition, with Ellie Byrne and Amy McDowell selected to represent the school. We were 



fortunate that the competition organisers selected the topic of pupil involvement in climate 
change protests as that topic had been debated earlier in the term. Our team defeated 
Portadown College in the first round of the competition held at Bangor Grammar School. 
 
Unfortunately, we were knocked out in the second round of the competition by Campbell 
College as we were unexpectedly required to replace one team member, with her substitute 
having little time to prepare. 
 
Before the school shut down in March due to the coronavirus outbreak, we had the 
opportunity for more lunchtime debates, the most popular of which was on the motion, 
“This House believes that Harry and Meghan are national traitors. 
 
As ever, we hope that pupils not only found the experience of debating enjoyable, but that 
they learned valuable skills for life beyond school. 
 
 

Young Einstein Club  
 
The Young Einstein Club has enjoyed another good year.  As the club only runs during the 
first two terms of the school year, we managed to complete our planned programme of 
experiments before the school closure. We were encouraged by the enthusiastic way in 
which the Junior Pupils approached each experiment and by the commitment of our L6 
committee.   
 
In November we had our 4th House Competition. For the first time this took the form of an 
Inter-House Science Quiz and 1st place was awarded to Pottinger.  The quiz was a great 
success and we intend to host it again in the future. 
 
Our other experiments this year have included: Get in a Twist with Mobius Strips, 
Hovercrafts, Amazing Rice, Windmill Fun, Rocket Building and Dancing Popcorn. 
 
 
 
 

TRIPS 
 
 

Ski Trip 
 
We left school in the early hours of the morning on the 28th December 2019 and when we 
arrived at the hotel in Ehrwald, everyone was given a very warm welcome from the staff. 
That night we got our ski boots and skis fitted and a big bowl of spaghetti as we settled into 
the hotel.  
 
Early the next morning after a large breakfast everyone was placed into ski groups based on 
their experience and ability. Throughout the week the pupils skied, fell down, picked 



themselves up and laughed. By the end of the week there was a tremendous improvement 
in the confidence of each and every pupil as they skied down the slopes. 
 
Each night we did a different activity such as swimming, ice skating or target shooting. On 
New Year’s Eve we walked down to the little town just before 12am and had a group 
countdown followed by music and a fantastic display of fireworks. 
 
 
 
OTHER MATTERS  
 

Careers  
 

 M6 pupils received help, advice and guidance with UCAS, CAO and HE applications. 
 

 M6 pupils attended many Open Days including QUB, UU, Stranmillis, St Mary’s, Belfast 
Metropolitan College and Northern Regional College.   

 

 Aspiring medical, dentistry, veterinary, nursing and midwifery students participated in 
a ‘Multi Mini Interview simulation event’ jointly organised with Dominican College.  
Pupils from many of the North Belfast Area Learning Community schools participated. 

 

 Our medical students also attended the St Brigid’s MMI event.  Pupils were put 
through practice interviews at 12 stations. 
 

 NBALC CEIAG group organised mock interviews and presentations sessions for all 
those applying for Teaching.  This was held at the Fortwilliam Resource Centre. 

 

 Belfast Metropolitan College held an information session on alternative Higher 
Education courses of study.  Some pupils attended. 

 

 Some pupils received a Conditional Offer from PWC for their Higher Apprenticeship. 
 

 Some pupils attended an information session on ‘Speech and Language Therapy’ at 
Whiteabbey Hospital. 

 

 All Apprenticeship opportunities, including the Higher-Level Apprenticeships, were 
advertised to our pupils.  Examples included, Mercedes-Benz, Stena Line, Belfast 
Harbour Civil Engineering Apprentice Opportunity, BT, NIE etc. 
 

 Job Assist Centre Greater Shankill and Department for Communities held an Autumn 
Job Fair Event at Spectrum Centre on Friday 18th October. Over 22 employers, 
including Belfast City Council and support services with live job vacancies, attended 
the event.  
 

 The Royal Navy Engagement Team ran a series of cookery demonstrations with 
several classes.  Pupils were taught to make Gnocchi Bolognese.  The chef spoke to 



them about life in the Navy, career opportunities and about his own experience.  The 
pupils thoroughly enjoyed tasting the dish.  They also ran leadership and team 
building activities with several classes and gave several presentations about careers 
in the Navy.  The pupils thoroughly enjoyed all these activities. 
 

 The Army Officer Recruiting Team visiting school and spoke to 68 F5, L6 and M6 
pupils.  Their presentation covered options for Officers in the following career fields: 
 
 
•       Healthcare (Med, Dental, Veterinary) 
•       IT & Communications 
•       Logistics 
•       Engineering (Mechanical, Electrical & Civil) 
•       Music 
•       HR & Finance 
 

 A team from the PSNI delivered a presentation to some of our pupils.  The 
presentation covered the role of the PSNI, the varied nature of the work, areas of 
specialism and the recruitment and selection process.   

 

 Liz Mullan from the Shankill Job Assist Centre delivered an Employability Programme 
to some of our L6 and M6 pupils. 
One to one support and guidance was tailored to each individual. She has helped our 
pupils to: 
Create a personalised CVs 
Read and understand job descriptions and job specifications 
Complete application forms, both written and online 
Improve their Interview skills 
Develop employability skills such as team work, communication, rapport building, 
listening, organisation and planning skills. 

 

 M6 pupils attended the QUB School of Dentistry Insight Day. 
 

 Several of our L6 and M6 pupils attended the Chartered Accountancy Open Day at 
PWC. 

 

 Thirty L6 and M6 pupils attended an information session about the Deloitte Higher 
Apprenticeship.   
 

 A group of L6 pupils attended an event called ‘A Flavour of Psychology’ hosted by the 
British Psychological Society in the Whitla Hall at QUB. 

 

 Seven L6 pupils attended an Inspire Woman’s Day event at the Titanic Exhibition 
Centre. 

 



 L6 pupils took part in a three stage Interview Skills programme.  Stage 1 was 
completion of an application form.  Stage 2 was undertaking a psychometric test.  
Stage 3 was an individual interview. 

 

 Several L6 pupils also took advantage of the Army work experience training at 
Ballykilner Training Centre and some pupils took part in the PSNI work experience 
programme.  

 

 All L6 pupils secured up to a week of work experience in January. Pupils experienced 
a range of work opportunities including Engineering, IT, Occupational Therapy, 
Banking, Medicine, Law, Dentistry, Journalism and Marine Biology.  
 

 All L6 pupils attended the UCAS Higher Education Event at the King’s Hall. 
 

 A number of L6 pupils took part in numerous programmes organised by Screenworks 
such as Prosthetics, Costume Design and Special Effects. 

 

 Form 5 pupils attended an introductory session about the role of the Careers Service 
NI and each pupil was interviewed by the DEL Careers Adviser. 
 

 Forty of our Form 5 pupils went along to the Skills Northern Ireland event at the Titanic 
Exhibition Centre.    Pupils were encouraged to make good decisions based on 
impartial information and advice about their future.  There were over 80 organisations 
from top employers, training providers, colleges, universities, and career sector 
companies who were keen to tell pupils about the opportunities they offer. 

 

 Belfast Metropolitan College held an information session on alternative Further 
Education courses of study.  Some Form 5 pupils attended. 

 

 All Form 5 pupils attended an Eye4Education event called ‘Labour Market 
Information’.  This was an interactive event designed to update pupils’ knowledge of 
the labour market and where jobs will be in the future. 

 

 Ten Form IV pupils attended a Creative Careers event at Fortwilliam Resource Centre.  
This was organised by Business in the Community. 
 

 Twenty of our Form 4 pupils travelled to W5 to take part in the NI Apprenticeship 
Showcase.  This event aimed to encourage students to think autonomously about 
their prospective post-16 educational choices whilst highlighting apprenticeship 
programmes as an inviting alternative to traditional academic routes into 
employment, along with keen communication focusing on the value of choosing a 
STEM related discipline.  

 

 All Form III pupils participated in a STEAM carousel organised by Eye4Education.  
 

 All Form III pupils took part in a ‘Subject mapping’ workshop organised by 
Eye4Education. 



 

 Thirty Form III and IV pupils attended an International Women in Engineering Day at 
W5. 

 

 Thirty Form III pupils attended a careers event at W5 entitled ‘Routes into STEM and 
Speed Networking’ with focus on the Health and Life Sciences Pathways. 
 

 

Habitat for Humanity NI 

 
In March 2020, a group of ten Lower Sixth pupils completed Habitat’s Changemakers course. 
Working closely with our partner school De La Salle College, the pupils spent a day 
volunteering at the Re:Store  facility in Lisburn – upcycling donated furniture and painting the 
shop. Pottinger House charity collections were donated in support of the charity.   
 

Primary School Programme  
 
In the last academic year, Sixth Form pupils participated in the School’s long-standing Primary 
School Experience programme. From the start of October until school closure in March, the 
pupils attended one of nearly twenty schools in North or West Belfast every Wednesday 
afternoon to gain experience of working with children while supporting the class teacher. The 
wide range of activities offered to our pupils included literacy and numeracy support, PE and 
games classes, music and language lessons and drama productions. Our pupils were highly 
praised by the staff of their host schools for their conscientious attitude, helpfulness and good 
humour, and the pupils themselves thoroughly enjoyed the experience while gaining valuable 
skills in a professional setting.  
 
 

Save the Children Fund 
 
The Save the Children Fund Committee raised over £3,000 in 2019/20, from events such as 
BRA’s Bake Off, Staff Christmas Jumper Day, a non-uniform day and a BBQ at the Sponsored 
Walk. 
 
 

School Council Report  

 

It was a busy but truncated year for the School Council in 2019-2020. After an enjoyable Team 

Building Day at Lost City Golf, the School Council had its non-uniform day in October. The 

School Council decided to split the money raised for this fund-raising activity between Jigsaw 

CCC, NI Children’s Hospice, Lighthouse and UNICEF. To promote International Children’s day 

all pupils were encouraged to wear something blue on this day.  Representatives from Jigsaw 

CCC, NI Children’s Hospice and Lighthouse received cheques for £650 at whole-school 

Assemblies in December. 

 



To promote the 30th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 

Lucy Smyth (Form I) won a competition to be Principal of Belfast Royal Academy for a day in 

November. As part of her new role, Lucy led the Staff Briefing, visited a number of classrooms 

and also implemented the following rules: 

 

1. All teachers were expected to play their favourite song at the start of each lesson 

(dancing was optional). 

2. When homework was set this had to be sung by the class teacher, or by performing 

charades. Failure to do so resulted in the pupils being exempt from completing the 

homework. 

3. Form I pupils were allowed out 10 minutes early at lunch. 

 

Mrs Woods became Lucy for the day, donned her school uniform and participated in Lucy’s 

Music and Chemistry classes. 

 

The School Council also decided to recognise Anti-Bullying week in November by organising a 

number of whole-school activities and various Assembly representations.  

 

Other issues discussed by the Pupil and School Councils throughout the year included the food 

provision in the canteen; ways to reduce litter throughout the school site; recycling facilities; 

and the possibility of the installation of more water fountains around school.  

 

The Head Boy and Head Girl addressed whole-school assemblies regarding these various 

issues in December. 

 
 

The Villiers Park Trust   
 
An Educational Trust based in Cambridge which aims to inspire gifted and talented pupils 
 
Selected by the Trustees of Villiers Park for participation in the Annual Series of Reading 
Parties at Foxton, Cambridge: 
 

Jack B Carson 
Julia R Forbes  
Samuel J Haken 
Nik T Kane 
Eden McCoubrey 
Amy McDowell 
Ollie Parkes 
Cara E L Reid 
Zakir S Thabeth 
Joshua M Thompson 
 

Computer Science 
Chemistry: Quantum Mechanics to Biocatalysts 
Physics: Frontiers in Physics 
History 
Geography 
French: Language, Culture and Identity 
Cell Biology and Genetics 
Approaches to English Literature: Text and Theory 
Mathematics – Chaos or Clear Cut? 
Economics 



A number of other pupils had secured places on courses which were postponed due to 
COVID 19:  
 

Ella J Harvey 
Jude C Moorehead 
Mandy Y E Zhang  
 
 

Introduction to Medicine  
Physics: How the universe lives and dies     
Introduction to Medicine  

BEN MADIGAN 

 
I would like to introduce myself, Ross Coulter, as the Principal at Ben Madigan. I am very 
thankful for this opportunity, it is a pleasure and a privilege to be in this position at a school 
with such a rich history and culture, and I greatly look forward to providing leadership and 
management over the years that lie ahead. 
 
As I am sure you can imagine, this has been a very disrupted year for Ben Madigan. It began 
with very early turnover of leadership, meaning that inside a calendar year there have been 
four principals at the school, and it has ended during ‘unprecedented times’ which have 
caused a host of complications for the running of school. 
 

 

Covid-19 
 
School closed to pupils on Monday 23rd March. This disrupted many exciting school plans 
including: the residential school trip to Ganaway Activity Centre, a school production 
scheduled to show at Ballyearl Theatre, a trip to Tayto park near Dublin, Shared Education 
visits, sports fixtures and also all of the planned standardised tests scheduled for May. Ben 
Madigan had been nominated for a ‘best school’ award at the Family First Spring Awards, 
which were unfortunately cancelled.  
 
The school closure caused substantial difficulties, with staff navigating online/remote learning 
for the first time, alongside providing childcare for key workers. Another cause for concern 
was parents’ ability and willingness to contribute to school fees during the enforced school 
closure. It required considerable hard work and communication to resolve many of these 
issues. Work is still ongoing as we seek to plot a return to the ‘new school day’ in August. 
 
 
 

Staff 
 
There have been a few changes in staff over the course of this academic year. Dr Louis 
Campbell kindly agreed to act as interim Principal until December. I would like to express my 
gratitude to Dr Campbell for his leadership during this time, as well as the support and insight 
he provided to me upon my appointment. Mr Daniel Warwick left Ben Madigan at Christmas 
to take up the post of Vice-Principal at Bloomfield PS and we welcomed Miss Nicola Friel to 
take over in Prep 4 as a permanent member of the teaching staff. Mrs Janine Chapman is now 



a full-time permanent teacher and Mrs Joanne Lawther is the permanent Principal release 
teacher. 
 
Mrs Pamela Jones will be leaving us at the end of June and I would like to thank her for all of 
her hard work and willingness to lead during a transitional period. Next year we will be re-
joined by Mrs Sarah Bell after her maternity leave.  
 
This year Miss Orlaith McCann joined us as a special needs assistant attached to a Prep 7 pupil 
and next year she will progress with that pupil through to BRA. Mrs Claire Sempey has been 
on long-term sick leave and I would like to thank the other staff members who have covered 
her absence with cheerfulness and good humour. 
 
Ahead of the new academic year I have been reviewing the roles and responsibilities of all 
staff in order to effect academic improvement and establish a leadership team. Mrs Pamela 
Lennon is now the coordinator for numeracy and Mr Philip Ingram is the coordinator for 
literacy. The coordinator of Special Needs is Mrs Janine Chapman.  
 

Academic 
 
Standardised tests assessing English (PTE), Maths (PTM) and Cognitive Ability (CAT4) produced 
strong scores across the school. However, rigorous analysis of the data revealed high levels of 
over/underachievement that can be explained by timing of the tests, computerised 
assessment and administration of the tests. This can be mitigated against next year. The data 
also revealed trends of question types that caused missed marks. These areas of concern are 
being addressed in the numeracy and literacy plans for next year and beyond. I am currently 
working on developing the next School Development Plan for 2020-23. This is based upon my 
observations to date, data provided through surveys delivered to staff, pupils and parents, 
and also standardised assessment data. I hope that the SDP will be a highly robust working 
document that will be well communicated with the whole Ben Madigan community. 
 
This year all but two Prep 7 leavers secured a place at a grammar school and all but two 
secured a place at their first choice preference. It must be noted that the parents and children 
were overjoyed at their placements, with many recognising the hard work put in place in 
terms of special circumstances and educational evidence in order to achieve these places. 
  
Our attendance rate has been skewed by Covid-19. At present, 5 children are entitled to Free 
School Meals and 25 children are on the S.E.N. Register, which needs to be revised upon the 
appointment of a new SENCo. This year we have had 9 arrivals and 6 leavers. As you can 
imagine, projected numbers for next year are not yet fixed. 22 have signed up for Prep 1 next 
year with the possibility of more to come. An additional 4 children are joining our current Prep 
4 class next year, including applicants from outside Northern Ireland. 23 Prep 7 children are 
leaving. We have received a lot of interest in applications however many of these are 
dependent upon how other schools manage the ‘new school day’. 

 
 

  



Pastoral 
 
I am currently the deputy designated teacher for child protection and Mrs Jones is the 
designated teacher. Once vacated, this post will need to be filled. Mrs Anne Clements is the 
designated governor for child protection and the team is completed by Mrs Hilary Woods and 
Mr Martin Wilson from Belfast Royal Academy. 
 
There have been no child protection issues this year in relation to any pupil, while historic 
issues continue to be monitored. The recording procedures and requisite filing for child 
protection have been updated in accordance with latest CPSS guidance and staff received 
training on this. 
 
In order to develop a strategic approach to pastoral care, I am in the process of creating a 
‘Ben Madigan Family’ booklet which re-emphasises school rules and our positive ethos. I have 
also re-established a school council within school in order to provide pupil voice to this drive. 
The booklet will be launched at the beginning of the new year. 
 
 

Marketing 
 
This year Ben Madigan has produced a new brochure, including updated photographs and 
images. These images were also used in the annual advert for Ulster Tatler. Tempest 
photography have also kindly produced a video advertisement for Ben Madigan. This was 
received shortly before lockdown and will be used at the earliest appropriate opportunity.  
 
I have met with ex-BRA pupil Gary Hamilton from NI 4 Kids to discuss future marketing 
opportunities. The nomination for Best School at the Family First Awards comes with a lot of 
publicity that we were hoping to capitalise on. It remains to be seen whether this will be 
rescheduled in the new academic year. 

 
Once again we scheduled 2 Open Days.  One was on a Friday in December targeting 
prospective parents. This was led by Dr Campbell while I attended as the new principal. At this 
event artwork for the library completed by BRA students was unveiled by former head girl. 
The other Open Day was scheduled for the 1st April, this was cancelled due to the pandemic. 
 

Extra-Curricular 
 
Ben Madigan has continued to provide as wide an extra-curriculum programme as possible 
given the number of pupils. Clubs have included football, judo, Lego club, French and Spanish, 
cross-country, dodgeball and ICT.  
 
Since January, Ben Madigan pupils have had many opportunities to participate in educational 
visits through the Shared Education scheme. These include visiting Ulster Rugby’s Kingspan 
stadium, W5, Cavehill Visitor Centre, the Ulster Museum and also the MAC theatre to watch a 
stirring production of ‘Under the Hawthorne Tree’. 
 



Young Enterprise returned to Preps 6 and 7 this year in order to teach entrepreneurial skills. 
We also began a partnership with the Nerve Centre which helped pupils develop animation 
skills during ICT. 

 
 

Estates and Environment 
 
Considerable work has taken place and is ongoing in order to develop the site at Ben 
Madigan. An area causing flooding has been fixed and enhanced through drainage provided 
around the river. The kindergarten building is due to have all heating and radiators replaced. 
Carpet is being replaced in the main building and external signs around the school are being 
updated and fitted in order to make the school more visible. 
 

Summary 
 
I am very grateful for the advice and support of the strategic planning committee including 
Ken Knox, Mrs Clements and Mrs Weir alongside Mrs Woods and Mr Wilson. I find the 
Strategic Planning meetings to be a very fruitful time and I have been made to feel extremely 
welcome, respected and supported. I would also like to thank Fiona, who has provided great 
help to me during the beginning of my tenure. I have bright plans for the future and am very 
excited to hit the ground running again in the new academic year. 

 
 

Measures for the security of pupils, staff and premises 
 
The Board of Governors is committed to ensuring a safe and secure environment for pupils 
and staff during the school day. Security measures are reviewed periodically and include the 
following: 
 

 A modern fire detection and alarm system is in operation throughout all the school 
sites and is tested on a frequent basis. A fire drill is carried out each term. 

 A monitored intruder alarm system is in operation at the main school and 
Preparatory Department sites. 

 Some CCTV cameras are in operation at the main school site and at Ben Madigan. 

 Buildings are secured by school janitorial staff each evening. 

 Staff members are on supervisory duty at break and lunch-times. 

 Safe systems of work are in operation with respect to contractors working on the 
school site. 

 School management consults with the Education Authority and the PSNI Crime 
Prevention Branch on a regular basis with respect to safety and security measures to 
be undertaken on the school site. 

 Specific risk assessments have been produced and safety measures put in place to 
take account of the risk of COVID-19 infection this year.  

 

  



Insurance 
 
Following advice from representatives of the school’s insurance brokers, the Board of 
Governors is responsible to ensure that adequate insurance cover is held by the school. At 
present, the school insures against its Legal Liability for injury caused to members of the 
public, including pupils. To succeed in any action against the school, a claimant must prove 
that the School has been in breach of its statutory duties or has been negligent.  
 
In some cases, injuries can befall pupils arising out of school activities, particularly in the 
area of sports and other extra-curricular activities, where there is no such legal liability upon 
the School to provide insurance cover. The Board of Governors would therefore strongly 
advise parents to take out individual Personal Accident policies for their children, in order 
that cover may be provided, in the event of a severe injury being sustained by a pupil, 
where there is no negligence on the part of the School or any other party. Further 
information for those interested in Personal Accident cover for rugby is available on the 
IRFU web-site.  
Insurance should also be taken out by parents, if expensive items of equipment are being 
brought into school. 
 
 

Buildings, Estates and Equipment 
 
CLIFTONVILLE ROAD SITE 
 

 Cold water tanks replaced in Crombie Building and Sports Hall 

 Bruce Building Entrance Hall and Crush Hall redecorated 

 Swimming Pool lighting replaced with energy efficient LED lighting 

 New mini bus purchased 

 
Health & Safety Works 

 Carbon Monoxide sensors upgraded in all boiler rooms 

 Carbon dioxide detectors installed in all labs 

 Fixed Wire Testing was carried out in relevant buildings throughout the school. This 

is completed on a rota basis. 

 Portable Appliance Testing was carried out on all school electrical equipment 

 A Landlord’s gas check was carried out, as required annually. 

 Boiler Servicing was carried out. 

 Legionella pipe work and water tank cleaning was carried out. 

 Fire evacuation drawings installed in all rooms 

 CCTV door entry system installed in the swimming pool. 

 
  



BEN MADIGAN SITE 
 

 Flood Control works completed 

 Roof repairs carried out at Kitchen area. 

 
ROUGHFORT SITE 
 

 Work has continued to replace the spectator terracing at the Roughfort pavilion. The 

Education Authority has been taking this forward on the School’s behalf and they 

have been completed in October 2020. 

 
Freedom of Information Scheme 
 
In line with legislative requirements, the School has a policy, detailing information which is 
accessible to parents on request.  Copies of this policy may be obtained from the Bursar’s 
Office. 
 
GDPR 
 
The School processes and retains records in line with the requirements of the GDPR.
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Summary  of  Accounts       

Income  and  Expenditure  Account           

2019-20         

           

Income      2019/20  2018/19 

       £  £ 

Department  of  Education  Grants    7,386,276  
      

6,879,375 

Preparatory  Department  Fee  Income    459,340  463,073 

Playgroup  &  Childminding  Fees    139,885      109,027 

Miscellaneous  Income     132,621  172,924 

       8,118,122  7,624,399 

           

Expenditure         

           

Teaching  Staff  Costs     5,568,099  5,113,934 

Other  Staff  Costs     1,351,331  1,264,847 

Other  Operating  Costs     1,538,182  1,662,575 

       8,457,612  8,041,356 

           

 (Deficit) to Reserves    (339,490)  (416,957) 
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Other  Operating  Costs    2019/20  2018/19 

                £  £ 

Class  Materials     75,557  99,405 

Maintenance     234,953  449,039 

Heat , Light & Water     223,128  204,235 

Cleaning      228,940  218,713 

Insurance , Bank & Audit     152,770  130,372 

Examination Fees     114,353  114,219 

Administration     117,787  106,628 

Sports , Games  & Travel     37,643  38,218 

Transport      134,345  127,924 

Purchase  of  Equipment     110,004  63,113 

Miscellaneous     108,702  110,709 

Total      1,538,182  1,662,575 

Non - Teaching  Staff  Costs       

                £          £ 

Administrative  Staff     321,324  341,362 

Manual  Staff     287,634  241,980 

Laboratory  &  Other  Assistants    742,373  681,505  

      1,351,331  1,264,847 

 
         

The  number  of  full-time  equivalent  teachers  employed  by  the  School  during  the  year  was :  

      2019/20  2018/19 

Secondary  Department     83  83 

Preparatory  Department     8  8 

      91  91 
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Board of Governors 
 
Appointed by the Department of Education 
(for the period from Jan 2018 – December 2022) Mr. G.W. Watt, M.A.  
 Mr. J.D. Twinem, B.A., D.I.S, Pg.Cert., Pg.Dip., 

M.Sc, M.Inst.L.M., M.C.G.I. 
(For the period from May 18-December 2022) Mr Brian Monroe, B.Sc.(Acct.), M.Acct., F.C.A.  
 Mrs. G. McGaughey, LL.B., Cert in Professional Legal Studies. 
 Mrs. C. Rowan, B.Sc. 
(For the period from Feb 19-December 2022)                                Prof. J. A. I. Montgomery, B.A., Ph.D. 
 
Elected Parent Governors                                                                   Mrs. J. C. Cornell, A.B., M.A., M.F.A. 
(For the period February 2018 – January 2022) Ms. C. Dillon, B.A. (Senior Vice-Warden) 
 Mrs. C. Latham, B.Ed., M.Sc., P.Q.H. (N.I.)  
 
Elected Teacher Governors  Dr. A.A.W. Bell, B.Sc., B.Agr.Sc. 
(For the period February 2018 – January 2022) Mrs. G. McQuiston, B. Ed.  
 Mr. J.M. Patterson, B.Sc.(Econ.), M.S.Sc., D.C.G. 
 
Elected Representative Governors                                                        
(For the period February 2016 – January 2020) Mr. K.A. Knox, M.Sc. (Warden) 
  Mr. G.R. Simon, F.R.I.C.S. 
 
(For the period February 2017 – January 2021) Mr. N. W. Beggs  
  Mr. B.W. McCormack, B.Sc. (Econ) F.C.A. 
  Mr. S.B. Orr, LL.B. 
 Mr. S.J.S. Warke, A.C.I.I., Dip P.F.S., T.E.P. (Hon. Treasurer) 
  
(For the period Feb 2018 – January 2022) Mr. M. L. Blake, LL.B., B.L.; Attorney at Law 
                                                                                                                 Mrs. K. L. Burns, B.A 
                                                                                                                 Mrs. A. Clements, B.A.  
 Mr. M. Orr, Q.C., S.C. 
                                                                                                                 Mr. D.E. Porter, M.Sc., C.Eng., M.IC.E., M.C.I.H.T., M.C.I.W.E.M. 
   
(For the period Feb 2019 – January 2023)                                         Dr. K.M. Bill, M.B., Ch.B., F.F.A.R.C.S.I. 
 Dr. J.A.Hill, F.R.Eng., B.Sc., Hon. D.Sc., C.Eng., F.I.C.E., F.I.StructE. 
 Mr. D. Walsh, B.Sc., M.B.A., C.Eng., M.I.M.E. 
 Mrs. J. Weir, M.B.E., B.Sc., C.Math., M.I.M.A. (Hon. Secretary) 
 
Principal (Non-voting member)  Mrs. H. Woods, B.Sc., B.Ed., P.Q.H. (N.I.) M.A. 
 
Warden Mr. K.A. Knox, M.Sc.   
 
Senior Vice-Warden  Ms. C. Dillon, B.A.  
 
Head of Finance & Corporate Services                                            Miss E. Hull, B.Sc., Dip (Acc), F.C.A. 
(Acts as Clerk to the Board of Governors)  

 

  
 
   
  
 

 

 

 


